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SUBJ: GROSS DISCUSSION WITH PRES . BHUTTO ON NARCOTIC S

REF : STATE 2344 6

1. ON FEB 10 EVENING GROSS AND CHARGE MET WITH PRE S.
BHUTTO AT GOVERNOR'S HOUSE IN KARACHI . CHARGE INTRODUCE D
GROSS AND DELIVERED LETTER (REFTEL) FROM PRE S
. NIXON, WHICH BHUTTO READ WITH INTEREST.

2. GROSS EXPRESSED APPRECIATION FOR MEETING . HE REVIEWE D
PRES . NIXON'S CONCERN WITH INTERNATIONAL NARCOTICS CONTROL ,
MENTIONED THAT THE SUBJECT HAD BEEN ELEVATED TO A FOREIG N
POLICY LEVEL AND DESCRIBED THE CABINET COMMITTEE CHAIRED

BYSECRETARY ROGERS. BHUTTO EXPRESSED FULL UNDERSTANDING OF TH E
PROBLEM AND STATED THAT WHAT WAS OF CONCERN TO TH E U.S.
WAS ALSO OF CONCERN TO THE GO P.

3. GROSS SAID THAT THE EMBASSY HAD BEEN FORMULATING A POSSIBLE PLAN OF ACTION FOR NARCOTICS CONTROL WHEREBY OUR GOVERNMENT COULD HELP DEVISE A METHOD BY WHICH THE GOP COULD INTERDICT ILLICIT NARCOTICS TRAFFIC . GROSS SAID THE EMBASSY WOULD DISCUSS THEIR THOUGHTS WITH THE GOP ADMINISTRATION AND LOOKED FORWARD TO CONSTRUCTIVE DIALOGUE . BHUTTO WAS RECEPTIVE AND



POSITIVE IN HIS REACTION. GROSS FURTHER SAID THAT HE HA D
MET WITH GOP FONSEC IN WASHINGTON IN NOVEMBER AND AT THA T
TIME HAD MENTIONED THE POSSIBILITY OF ADVANCING THE 1979 DAT E
FOR TERMINATION OF OPIUM PRODUCTION . GROSS REPORTED THA

T FONSECINDICATED HE WOULD RELAY THE SU GGESTION TO ISLAMABA D,
BUT OBVIOUSLY EVENTS HAD OVERTAKEN THE SUBJECT. BHUTTO INDICA TED
AN INTEREST AND ASKED WHAT GROSS HAD IN MIND IN TERMS OF ADVAN CING
THE DATE . GROSS SAID THAT PERHAPS OPIUM PRODUCTION COUL D
BE BANNED IN 1973 AND THAT APPROPRIATE STEPS COULD BE TAKE N
TO MAKE SUCH AN ACTION FEASIBLE. BHUTTO ASKED THAT GROS S
DISCUSS THIS SUBJECT IN DETAIL WITH THE HEALTH MINISTER .
HE ADVISED THAT HE WOULD ASK HEALTH MINISTER TO MEET WIT H
GROSS IN ISLAMABAD THE FOLLOWING DAY, ALONG WITH THE FINANC E
MINISTER, WITH WHOM AN APPOINTMENT HAD ALREADY BEE N
ARRANGED .

4 " GROSS BROUGHT UP THE SUBJECT OF THE SINGLE CONVENTIO N,
INDICATING THAT THE PROPOSED AMENDMENTS THERETO WERE VER Y
IMPORTANT, BUT THAT WE COULD ANTICIPATE SOME DIFFICULTIE S,
PARTICULARLY WITH INDIA . GROSS SURMISED THAT THE GO P
COULD SUBSTANTIALLY BENEFIT FROM A PUBLIC RELATIONS VIEW -
POINT BY ADVOCATING THE AMENDMENTS, AND AT THE SAME TIM E
COULD HELP THE U .S . ACHIEVE ITS OBJECTIVE OF BU ILDING A
MOMENTUM IN FAVOR OF GREATER CONTROLS OVER ILLICIT PRODUCTIO N
AND TRAFFIC . BHUTTO'S RESPONSE WAS GENERALLY AFFIRMATIVE ,
HE STATED THAT HE WOULD VERY MUCH LIKE TO COOPERATE WITH TH E
U.S . AND ASKED THAT GROSS DESCRIBE THE SPECIFICS TO TH E
FOREIGN SECRETARY. IN CONCLUSION BHUTTO ASKED THAT GROS S
RELAY HIS DESIRE TO BE COOPERATIVE TO PRES . NIXON .

5 . COMMENT : BELIEVE BHUTTO MEETING WAS USEFUL AS KICK-OF F
TO OUR DISCUSSION THIS SUBJECT WITH SENIOR OFFICIALS OF HI S
NEW GOVERNMENT . BHUTTO HAD AGREED TO MEET GROSS AT CHARGE' S
PERSONAL PLEA THAT IT WAS IMPORTANT FOR PRESIDENTIAL BLESSIN G
TO BE GIVEN IN PRINCIPLE TO OUR PROPOSED COOPERATION WIT H
GOP ON NARCOTICS CONTROL.
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